Sermon Notes Genesis 50




   21/7/13
Introduction.  The final chapter of Genesis records the end of the lives of two key Hebrew leaders, Israel/Jacob and Joseph.
Vv. 1-3.  The funeral pattern of embalmment that Joseph followed, after the death of his father Israel, shows that the Israelites had adopted the Egyptian customs. Yet Joseph shows that he acknowledges God’s sovereign right to judge, and His power to achieve His will in spite of human actions (see Vv. 19-20).
Vv. 4-7.  Pharaoh’s willingness to allow Joseph to take and bury his father’s body in Canaan shows the respect Joseph has maintained in Egypt.  
Vv. 8-9.  Joseph and his family are accompanied by a large group of Pharaoh’s guards who will ensure their safety – the Canaanites are aware of the Egyptian presence (V. 11). 
Vv. 10-14. Joseph is true to his word to the Pharaoh and returns with all those who had gone to Canaan.
Vv. 15-21.  Joseph’s brothers are fearful of retribution from him for their betrayal of him.  Whether or not Jacob/Israel left instructions for Joseph to forgive his brothers, Joseph shows deep compassion to his brothers.  His weeping may show his love for them and empathy for their sense of guilt and also that their doubt that Joseph’s grace to them will change (see 45:4-11).  Joseph reaffirms his genuine forgiveness by committing to care for them and their families.  
Summary. Christlike behaviour. Leave God to right wrongs (V. 19; Rm. 12:19; 1 Thess. 5:15; 1 pet. 4:19); see God’s providence even in human evil (V. 20; ); to repay evil with forgiveness and practical affection (V. 21; Lk. 6:27ff; Rm. 12:19-21).
Vv. 22-26. Joseph accepts that God’s promise of land for the Israelites will be fulfilled after his death.  This does not affect his trust in God’s promise.  Like his father he wants his final burial place to be in the promised land when God brings this about.  
Reflection/Response. 
1. Reflect on Rm. 12:19, as we ask for help to allow God to be God!  
2. Reflect on Rm. 8:28-39 in the light of the evil act of Jesus’ crucifixion, yet his death is an expression of God’s love for the world (Jn. 3:16ff; Rm. 5:8). 
3. Reflect on Lk. 6:27 and Rm. 12:19-21, as we ask God to help to show Christlike love even to our enemies.  
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